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The  American  Chamber  of
Commerce  in Madagascar is a non-
profit association of American and
local business people. AmCham
MadabeganitsactivitiesinNovember
2008 and was officially recognized
by the government of Madagascar in
February2010.

AmCham’smissionisto:

�� Enhancecommercialtiesbetween
theUnitedStatesandMadagascar

�� Upholdthehigheststandardsof
commercialpractice

�� Support the  expansion  of  an
English-speaking, Anglophone
businesscommunityinMadagascar.

Only the  formal enterprises  can
become members of the AmCham.
AmCham has been influential in
Madagascarandiscommittingitselfto:

�� Vigorously  defending  AGOA
privileges  for Madagascar-based
companies

�� Facilitating  business  deals
betweenAmChammembers

�� Introducing AmCham members to
international sources of technical
andfinancialexpertise

�� Defending  AmCham  members
interestswithlocalandinternational
authorities.

With this in mind, the Chamber’s
regularactivitiesare:

�� Thursday Morning Round Tables:
Monthly TMRT gathers  all
together  top  business  people.
The TMRT aims to discuss about

a theme developed by  a  Guest
Speaker:  General  Director,
Minister,Chairmen…

�� Annual  Cocktail  Dinatoire:
Networking  and Fundraising
Event designed to kick-off
AmCham’s activities that gathers
all together top business people
andrepresentativesofinternational
and diplomatic communities. One
Guest of Honor is invited to open
theevent.

�� English Discussion Group: The
AmCham’s EDG consists of 100%
englishoralpracticeinafriendlyand
welcominglearningenvironment.
Anyonewithbasicconversational
Englishiseligibletoattend.There
are2categories,EDGforadults
andEDGforkids.

�� Christmas  Get  Together:Networking
and Christmas Event for AmCham
memberstoshareandwarmlyenjoy
Christmaswithsoftmusic.

Contacts details:
Address:
ExplorerBusinessPark-
C1 BuildingAnkorondrano-
Antananarivo-Madagascar

Phone Number:
++261331500474

Opening Hours:
MondaytoThursday: 
08:00a.mto04:00p.m 
Friday:08:00a.mto01:00

amcham team
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editorial

Happy 61st anniversary of 
recovering Independence 
to all Malagasy and to our 

beloved Madagascar! May we live our 
daily lives according to the lyrics of 
our National Anthem: https://www.
hymne-national.com/en/national-
anthem-madagascar/. As an historical 
reservoir, culture is an important factor 
in shaping identity. Being a Malagasy 
citizen living in Namibia for over 15 
years, happily married to my German-
Namibian husband for over 16 years, 
being the proud mother of our two 
boys, we agreed to carry on owning 
and developing our individual cultural 
identity. Mine is strongly rooted on 
Malagasy Culture – Kolontsaina. It is 
rich, beautiful, colourful, and reflects the 
inputs of prominent groups migrating to 
Madagascar centuries ago, especially 
from Southeast Asia and East Africa. 
It also includes some influences from 
Western Asia and Europe. 

WhenLudwigandIweremarriedfor
justoverayear,wemovedtothelovely
town of Swakopmund in Namibia,
onApril 13th, 2006.We used to reside
in Antananarivo, the capital city of
Madagascar.Thiswasmysecondtime
onNamibiansoil,itwasthefirstdayof
our new life and it promised to be an
exhilarating experience.We took over
striving businesses and properties
his father has built. Ludwig’s family is
originally from Germany, his mother’s
grandfather settled in Swakopmund
in 1896, making him among the 1st
GenerationGermanssettlinghereand

makingLudwigthefourthone.Cross-
cultural marriages like ours lead to
having multicultural children, hence
wewelcomedthefifthgeneration:our
two sons. In honour to my origins,we
named our boys: Lova (Malagasy for
Heritage), and Fanilo (Malagasy for
Flame Torch)whoisautistic.Ourboys
haveaGermanfatherandaMalagasy
mother and were born in Namibia.
Therefore, they are exposed to three
differentcultures.Wedecidedtotake
the best from all three and merged
them into one new culture, hence a
newidentityforthem.

Since culture is defined as the
characteristics and knowledge of a
particulargroupofpeople,definedby
everything from traditions, language,
religion,cuisine,socialhabits,tomusic
and arts, every new-born inherits a
culturalidentitywhichmostindividuals
willkeepthroughouttheirlife.Cultural
identity refers to identification with,
or sense of belonging to a particular
group based on various cultural
categories:nationality, ethnicity, race, 
gender, and religion. It isconstructed
and maintained through the process
of sharing collective knowledge:
traditions, heritage, language, 
aesthetics, norms, and customs.
As individuals typically affiliate with
morethanoneculturalgroup,cultural
identity is complex and multifaceted.
Inthisglobalizedworldwithincreasing
intercultural encounters, cultural
identity is constantly enacted,
negotiated,maintained,andchallenged

throughcommunicativepractices.The
chain of positive and negative effects
of Globalization is growing further.
What is important to realize is that
Globalizationitself isneithergoodnor
bad, it just depends on how people
deal with all the possibilities in the
future.Globalizationleadstosignificant
changes on major aspects in most
countries:Economics,Politics,Culture,
Industry,andTechnology.

Professor Mark Lilla – Columbia
University – answered the questions
from Dubai future foundation: “What 
will be the impact of globalization on our 
identity? Will governments be able to 
foster the same kind of civic duty as they 
do now?” His answers were: “I believe 
that our problem of identity up to now 
has really been multicultural problems, 
having to do with the confrontations 
of people from different cultures. 
What is starting to happen now is new 
identity politics which is a reaction to 
the monocultural that has followed on 
globalization in the sense that certainly 
people of a certain class no longer 
belong to where they were born. They 
float around in the world, they speak 
different languages, they eat different 
sorts of food and that is going to be 
our destiny, certainly the destiny of our 
children who are growing up. I think it 
is especially important for governments 
around the world to think about what 
kind of glue is going to hold them 
together after the disappearance of 
some of the very traditional culture-ties 
that we have always relied on.”

Malagasy Cultural 
Independence and 
Preservation despite 
Globalization: it’suptous.
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When I look into my boys’ stunning
hazel eyes, I see hope, trust, joy, and
endless possibilities. Our children
are looking up to us for guidance,
we owe it to them now more than
ever,aswehavehadagoodshareof
supportfromourforefathers.Malagasy
Ancestorsdisplayedamazingwisdom
passedontousthroughourMalagasy 
language. The meaning of some
Malagasy words is mesmerizing.
Throughthosemeanings,theypassed
onto us the deep connection to our
Creatorwhichisthebaseofourbelief
system and the paradigm we were
given.Thisrealizationledmetostudy
Malagasy language and make it the
glue to hold me, to empower my
family, to enhance connections with
my compatriots, hence, to preserve
ourMalagasyCulture.Oneofmylife’s
purposes is to restore faith and pride
in Malagasy hearts. I believe in us
Malagasy; we can unite to make this
noble cause ours because we are all
connected with the heart and soul.
Weareaunitythankstoourwonderful
culture of “fihavanana” (Brotherhood).
Therefore,IinviteallMalagasycitizens
aroundtheworldandinMadagascarto
uniteanddoeverythinginourpowerto
preserveourMalagasyCulture.

Here are few examples of things I
maketimefor,topreservemycultural
identity: I pray in Malagasy, I speak
Malagasy to my kids, I speak to my
parents nearly daily, I message/
call regularly my Malagasy family
members and my friends, I read
“Rakibolana” (Dictionary in Malagasy),
I listen to Malagasy music, I read
stories about Madagascar and about
Malagasythenandnow,Irecitepoems
andproverbs.Between2006and2021,
we visited Madagascar seven times,
myparentscameonlongholidaysfive
times to Namibia and to South Africa
withusthreetimes,Ijoinedfewgroups
and associations thanks to social

media like: “Autism Madagascar”,
“Association Nofy”, “Le Groupe des 
Mamans Gasy de France et d’ailleurs”
(agroupofMalagasyMotherslivingin
France and elsewhere). Since March
2021, I have been an active member
ofASSOCIATION NOFY. Ivolunteer to
co-host Facebook live events called
“Femme et Engagée” (Women and
Involved: women empowering other
women). Our guests are Malagasy
Diaspora mothers sharing their
inspiring journey. I discovered Hanta
Ramakavelo’sFacebookpageandher
outstanding work on Mentorship and
Coaching. Hanta has been offering
publicly free mentorship sessions
called: “Teny Malagasy Iainana”
(Live Malagasy Language) via Zoom
videoconference,everySundaysince
June 2020. I attended most sessions
since March and since end May 2021,
Ivolunteertoco-hostMentorshipLIVE
EVENTSwithHantaRamakaveloevery
Sunday. As a result, I continue to live
my life with gratitude; I start my days
infusedwithmorefaith,hope,andlove.
I feel even more energized to teach
our boys the foundation of Malagasy
Culture and to live according to our
Malagasy Anthem. I am constantly in
studentmode,strivingtobeauthentic,
notperfect.

Malagasy language is uniquely
beautifulandhelpsusliveameaningful
life, wherever we are. Words are
powerful, they communicate images
that are clear in our reasoning and
imagination. Words also convey our
emotions, motivations, and decisions.
Wordsdefineandformulateourbeliefs,
valuesandwhatmakesusunique.We
cannot guess or assume what the
otherpersonisthinkingorfeeling;itis
necessary to bring out what is inside
through words, pictures or agreed
signs.Thisisthecaseofcommunication
withdeaf,mute,orautisticfriends.We
all have a precious inner garden. Our

beingconsistsofamind,aheart,anda
soul.Wordsareseedstobecultivated
in this garden. From there, thoughts,
interests,desires,projects,convictions,
values,principles,characteristicsofour
personalcultureblossom.Itisthevery
sourceofourlife.Weareprogrammed,
formatted,mouldedbythewordsthat
build our lives, self-talks, and words
we receive from the outerworld.This
is what neuro-linguistic programming
isallabout.

Wordshavethepowertoshapeus,it
isuptoustoselectthemaccordingto
whatwewishtoharvest.Whatfillsus
radiatesandflowsoutofus.Itisindeed
from the abundance of the heart that
the mouth speaks.What we cultivate
becomes our characters; our skills
andourabilitiesareforgedbywhatwe
share.Whenweshowcareandfavour
toourinnergarden,itisguaranteedthat
wewilladoptthesameattitudeforour
country and for our planet Earth, this
precious big garden which allows us
tolivetogether.Consideringtheactual
position occupied by Madagascar
because of poverty, it is obvious that
poverty of mind is the source of it
all. We have not respected the true
prioritiesbynurturingourinnergarden
first.“It always seems impossible until 
it’s done.” – Nelson Mandela.We can
change;thekeyisinourhands,letus
change our lives andwewill improve
ourcountry’shistory.

ByVelo Mirana Zafintsiano – Haller
BorninAntananarivoonJuly4th,1977.
MalagasyDiasporabasedinNamibia.
Bachelor’sdegreeinManagement,
MarketingandCommunication
AntiqueshopOwner-Entrepreneur
–Investor
CertifiedTutorforherownsonFanilo,
livingwithAutism
Home-schoolingourtwoboys(13&12)
sinceJanuary2020.
ResearcherinAutismSpectrum
Disorder,PersonalDevelopment,
MalagasyCulture,Publicspeaking,
Sociology
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interview

Paul Rabary, sociologist and former Minister 
of National Education 
Photo credit: Serge Cohen

Paul Rabary, sociologist and 
former Minister of National 
Education, throws some light on 

how the FIHAVANANA is lived within 
the 21st-century Malagasy society.

How could we picture a 
traditional community 
governed by Fihavanana 
values in the ancient times?

As a first step, let us define what
FIHAVANANA is. It is a deliberate
and conscious act of making
“HAVANA”. “Havana” is assumed
to be someone’s kin, or any other
person related in some way with
them,beitthoughbloodorthrough
marriage. Therefore, Fihavanana is
thewillingnesstoacceptandtolive
togetherinacommunitywherethat
community takes precedence over
the individual.That image sends us
backtoaproverb:“VelonaIrayTrano,
Maty Iray Fasana” – which loosely
translatedmeans“Aliveinthesame
home,deadinthesametomb”.Then,
being excluded from the family
vault would be the ultimate curse.
That is why Malagasy people live
with a constant concern for respect
of the rules or “Dina”, the traditions
or “Fomba”, and the customary
prohibitions or “Fady”. Besides, an
individual should ensure not to
offend the community before every
singleact.Thatiscalled“Mialatsiny”
oraskingforforgiveness.

Fihavananaisthenanendlesssearch
for harmony and consensus with the
community,withtheancestorswhoare

believed to intercedewith the Creator
or“Zanahary”,aswellaswiththecosmic
ordergoverningtheunfoldingofhuman
lives.Thisexplainshowimportantitisto
consult a “Mpanandro” who assesses
if an individual or collective project is
timelyornot.

Was Fihavanana 
demonstrated in different 
ways in different regions 
of Madagascar?

Fihavananaisacommonconceptto
thewholeMalagasysocietyregardless
of the regions they live in. According
to Madagascar’s settlement history,

Malagasy people come from many
waves of African, south-eastern
Asian, and Arabian immigrations.
Fihavanana is therefore one of the
keys to understanding the Malagasy
culturebasedontherespectofothers
and above all on obedience to the
community.

What does the 2020’s 
version of Fihavanana 
look like?

Modernity,acculturationandpoverty
have weakened the Fihavanana to
say the least. Today, the individual
overrides the community. Fihavanana
has become avery bandied out term
and has been deflected from its
intendedmeaning.Today’sFihavanana
is reduced to practices during family
events such as births, circumcisions,
baptisms,weddings,burials,etc.

Fihavananathatwasonceawayto
reachouttoothersfindsitselfcurled
up in family or friends. Fihavanana
has transitioned from its purpose
of “living together” to a mere tool
at the service of kins, a mere tool
to favor family members, parents,
andacquaintancesinadministrative,
professionaland/orpoliticalactions.

The “consensus” in the original
Fihavanana has turned into a
“compromise” in its contemporary
form. Poverty, culture of mediocrity,
intellectual laziness, and unbridled
individualismaresomeofthefactors
that explain this sectarian drift of
Fihavanana.

Paul Rabary: 
FIHAVANANA - 
fromconsensustocompromise.
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Can Fihavanana sometimes 
be considered as a deterrent 
to freedom or a handicap to 
development?

FihavananaisrootedintheMalagasy
culture and identity. Thus, it cannot
be judged either as a brake or a
development for anyone. Moreover,
weneedtodefinewhatfreedomand
development we are talking about
and looking for. Culture evolves, but
fundamentalsmustremain.Otherwise,
itlosesitsvalue,itspointsofreference
and its identity. Unfortunately, that is
whathappenstoday,henceacertain
disintegration of morals and, by
extension,thatofsociety.

What form of Fihavanana 
do we need today to restore 
some social cohesion?

It is not for me to define or enact
what should or should not be
Fihavanana in the current context.
This is neither my pretension nor my
role as a sociologist. However, there
are misunderstandings of what the
Fihavanana was, is, and will be. That
iswhatcanbediscussed.Wecannot
achieve social cohesion without
putting the will to live together back
at the heart of society and without
providing meaning to a community
of shared values and common
immutablegood.

What role do our leaders 
play in the process of 
restoring social cohesion?

Much remains to be done in this
regard. But we must restore simple
things that we have forgotten:
Respect,DisciplineandGoodwill.

InterviewbyKenny Raharison



8   The AmericanJuneQtr2021

testimony

Born and raised in Antananarivo, Madagascar, I 
came to the United States in December 2004 as an 
international student. 

IhadspentthelastsixmonthsofmystayinMadagascar
going to a cybercafé. There, I read and watched videos
about American culture and followed the U.S. news. I
have always loved English since I was a little girl but
neverattendedanEnglishprogram.Becauseofmyhigh
proficiencyinEnglishandgoodknowledgeoftheAmerican
culture,IwasabletoimmerseandadjusttolifeintheU.S
byparticipatinginaspectsoftheAmericanculture,while
stillholdingontomyMalagasyculturalvalues.

My first night in the U.S. was beautiful. Seated in the
back,IwassofascinatedbyeverythingIsaw:nicecars,
bright roads, U.S. flags flying everywhere…We drove by
theKeyBridgeandIwassomesmerizedbythebeautiful
Christmas lights and decorations in Georgetown. It
was a beautiful sight ofAmerica that Iwill never forget.
Iwas badly jetlagged but as soon as I felt better, I told
mysistertoteachmeabouttheU.S.moneyandpublic
transportationandshedid.Itdidn’ttakemelongtofind
mywaysaroundMaryland,DCandVirginia.

IhaveencounteredmanycultureshocksbutI’msharing
three. Americans love space and privacy. When I got
onametroforthefirsttime,Igrinnedeartoearandwas
readytochit-chat.Mostofthem,however,avoidedeye
contactandlookedliketheydidnotwanttotalk.Afew
dayslater,IgotmyselfaniPodandlistenedtomusic.

Onourseconddate,mythenboyfriend,husbandnow,
took me to a baseball game between the NATS vs.
ChicagoCubs.Icouldn’tfollowthegamebecauseIwas
more distracted by people cracking peanut, gnashing
onsunflowerseedsandtalkingtothemselves.

IalsoremembermyfirstjobasanannyforanAmerican
family. They treated me like family. They made sure
thattherewasMalagasyfoodintheirhouse.Theytook
such a great care of me, and I feel so blessed to have

knownthem.Today,westillareveryclose.Thelittleboy
I once babysat for is now a young man. He is starting
collegeatColumbiaUniversity.

The biggest gap between the two cultures I think is
the use of time and family. Malagasy people tend to
dedicatemostofthetimewithrelatives.Americanson
theotherhand,tendtooverworkandhavelittletimeto
themselves.

Iamstilllearningasanimmigrant,butIcansay,havinga
highproficiencyinEnglishandagoodunderstandingabout
Americanculturegavemeaccesstothingsandinformation
thatotherscouldnoteasilyaccess.Iwasabletonavigate,
solve problems easily and contribute to both societies.
I can immerse into American culture without losing my
cultureoridentity.Asamatteroffact,Ibalanceandblend
inmytraditionalculturewithAmericanculture,that’swhyI
identifymyselfasMalagasyAmerican.IamAmerican,butI
alsostillfeelveryMalagasy.I’maMalagasydaughter,sister,
and friend.  I speak Malagasy, eat Malagasy food, I listen
to Malagasy music. I teach English to Malagasy students
for free on the Facebook platform: Malagasy American.
I engage students to be active participants in their own
learning. I hold group discussions in English about topics
that matter: inclusion & diversity, women’s rights, civic
engagement,personalempowerment…Iamamazedathow
goodMalagasypeopleareatEnglish.

Atthesametime,I’mawifetoanAmericanman,mom
tothreebeautifulMalagasyAmericanchildren.I’malegal
secretaryatalargeinternationallawfirmthatfocuseson
corporate and securities, complex litigation, finance and
realestate,andfinancialservicesandassetmanagement.
inDC. I’maclassroommomatmykids’schoolandhold
regular play dates and sleepovers at our house. I sing
English songs, but I also sing “kalon’ny fahiny” songs.
I belongtobothworldsandforthatIamverygrateful.I’m
proudtobeMalagasyAmerican.

ByLova Ralitera Mitchell 

Lova Ralitera Mitchell: 
BeingMalagasy 
American.
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voted best bank 2021 in Madagascar
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testimonies

 

How is Madagascar seen 
by Americanpeople?

These American people spent
some time in different regions
of Madagascar. They tell us

about their best moments in the
country.

Roy Cox, former Peace Corps 
Volunteer in Madagascar
“Ihadthepleasuretolivealongside
Malagasypeopleforthreeyears
andwasimpressedbytheculture
ofgenerosityinMadagascar.Inboth
citiesandruralplaces,peopleare
generouswiththeirtime,happyto
talk,teachaskill,orinviteyoualong
onanerrandortoaparty.

Malagasy people, even those with
little to spare eagerly invite you
to share their food and often their
home. To “mandray vahiny” or give
hospitality to a guest, is among the
mostimportantMalagasyvalues.

What I experienced as a visitor, I
saw take shape between Malagasy
people as a strong drive to build
community, an enthusiastic social
engagement, and a love of debate
andconversation.Thisisexemplified
by the formation offikambanana (a
societyororganization)ubiquitousin
everypartofMadagascarformutual

professional, civic, or educational
benefitofmembers.Nomatterhow
busyortired,Malagasypeoplecome
togetherandshare.”

Fiona Fitzgerald, tourist
"After graduating from university,

I spent three months working,
traveling, eating and exploring the
beautifulcountryofMadagascar.My
timeinMadagascarwasparticularly
unique for an American because I
was staying with family who lives
in the country. This resulted in me
immediately being immersed into
thecultureandlifeoftheMalagasy.

 What stands out to me the most
about Madagascar is its people.
Madagascar isfullofthemostkind,
welcomingandhappyindividuals in
the world. I don't speak Malagasy,
nor do I speak French, yet I made
lifelongfriendsdespitethelanguage
barrier. While in Fort Dauphin, my
surf instructor spent all day trying
to teach me how to catch a wave
(which was a sad sight). And after I
finally called a quits, he invited me
outtotownwithoutathought.Ispent
the night drinking THB, munching
on brochettes and attempting to
learn Malagasy. I still recall; “Iza ny 

anaranao?” and “Ny anarako dia 
Fiona.”  The people of Madagascar
welcome you into their country
with open arms, welcome you into
their home as if you are family and
are proud to share their beautiful
culture.Madagascarwillalwayshold
a special place in my heart thanks
to the people I met, and I thank
everyonealongthewayforthat."

Tim Fallon, backpacker 
“Madagascarwastheadventureofa

lifetime. In 10 shortweeks, I learned
some Malagasy, some French,
learned to surf, had my first lychee,
saw lemurs and chameleons and
crocodilesandgiganticsnakes.Most
importantly,IlearnedaboutMalagasy
cultureandtheirbeautifulpeople. In
the 2 years after I graduated from
university, I managed to backpack
around the world and see a fair
amount of interesting cultures. I am
everthankfulforthesetwoyearsand
alloftheplacesinbetween,butIam
proudtolabelmytimeinMadagascar
asthebesttimesofmylife.Anentire
country welcomed me with open
arms and taught me everything
they could about being Malagasy. I
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was most impressed by the pride of
the people and the land that they
occupy. Brochettes, langouste, THB, 
and oysters filled my stomach and
my heart while Ambatovy, Tana,
Mahajanga, and Fort-Dauphin filled
myeyes.Oneofmyfavoritememories
frommytimeinMadawaswitnessing
avictory from the football (soccer in
America!) team and celebratingwith
allofTana.ALEFA BAREA!”

Payton Hansen & Austin 
Bergera – Vazaha Miteny Gasy

Payton: “Before arriving in
Madagascar, I didn't have any
courses learning about the culture,
and didn't know a single Malagasy
person. So, my initial arrival (I first
livedinAmbositra)wasquiteashock!
BeingthefirstcountryinAfricaIever

visited, I had the impression that
all of Madagascar (and even Africa)
was just like Ambositra: few paved
roads, a lot of farming land, very
few stores and amenities etc. After
later spending time inAntananarivo
andMahajanga,I,ofcourse,learned
that this was not true. The diversity
of each Malagasy city, combined
withthecharmofitspeopleiswhat
I first fell in love with. Malagasy
people are very welcoming, and

verysmiley;thisreallyhelpsfornew
visitorstofeelathomequickly.They
were also VERY encouraging while
I was learning to speak Malagasy.
Even when I was just learning, they
would often comment "Ary mahay 
miteny gasy be ianao an!"Thisreally
boosted my confidence and helped
me learn quickly. After getting
comfortable with the language,
I fell even deeper in love with
people's straight-forwardness and
desiretoconnect.Isharethisdesire
to connect with people as well,
chatting with people in the streets,
making jokes with street vendors
and talking with everyone I meet.
Thesearesomeofmyfavoritethings
aboutMadagascar.”

CollectedbyKenny Raharison
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amcham – agoa

President Biden’s commitment to building 
long-term partnership with African nations.

BacktothecelebrationofAfricaDayonMay25,Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs Akunna 
CookrecalledhowcommittedtheU.S.administrationisto
“advancing America’s long-standing partnerships with African 
nations.”Sheadded,“The United States stands ready to be a 
partner to you in solidarity, support, and mutual respect.”

Itwas an opportunity for Cook to reviewwhat has been
donesofar.TheU.S.hasinvestedmore than $100 billion 
dollarsinAfrica’spublichealththroughdifferentprograms
overthepast20years.TheU.S.governmentcontributesa
totalof$4 billiontohelpAfricannationsdefeattheCOVID-19
pandemicundertheCOVAXinitiativethrough2022.

The U.S. is also partnering with the African Union
CommissiontobuildtheAfrican Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA)topromotetradeatthecontinentallevel.
Since 2019, the Prosper Africa initiative has supported
500 deals across 44 countries by connecting buyers,

U.S. – Africa: 
advancing 
long-standing
partnerships.

AMCHAM ACTIVITY
ENGLISH DISCUSSION GROUPS 

FOR COMPANIES

Companiesinterestedinhaving
AmCham’sEnglishDiscussionGroups
(EDG)heldattheirofficesareinvitedto
contactAmCham.

Asareminder,AmCham’sEDGshelp
individualsimprovetheirEnglish
skillsandconsistsof100%practice
inafriendlyandwelcominglearning
environment

Class description:
�� Thesizeofeachclassislimited

to10participantstogivethem
thebestpossibleopportunityto
learnquicklyandaccurately.

�� SessionsareledbyfluentEnglish
speakersbackedwithextensive
experienceinteachingthe
Englishlanguage.

�� Varioustopics,dependingon
theparticipants’interests,are
discussedduringeachsession.

Interestedpartiesareinvited
tocontactAmChamforfurther
informationabouttheconditionsand
thefees.

No registration deadline.

Contacts: 
Email: 
es@amcham-madagascar.org
Telephone:(+261)(0)320559602

suppliersandinvestorsintheU.S.andinAfrica.Dealsare
estimatedat$47 billion.

“Trade, not aid for Africa”.
Published on Washington Times, Rep. Karen Bass,

California Democrat and chairwoman of the House of
ForeignAffairssubcommitteeonAfrica,globalhealthand
lobalhumanrights,stressed:“We will need to be aligned—
like a lot of other countries around the world that view the 
continent of Africa as a partner—as an investment partner, 
a business partner, and not view the continent of Africa as a 
place where we need to deliver charity.”Rep.Bass’statement
gotthefullsupportofMs. Okonjo-Iweala,DGofWorldTrade
Organization.ThefoundationofAmerica’sengagementwith
Africawould be the advancement of free-market policies
that facilitate trade, not aid. As the AGOA is set to expire
in 2025, new projects at the continental level are awaited
throughtheProsperAfricainitiative.

The 13th Corporate Council on Africa (CCA) 
to be held on July 27-29.

The 13th CCA will see the participation of over 1,000 
U.S.andAfricangovernmentandprivatesectordecision-
makers.ThevirtualsummitwillbeheldvirtuallyfromJuly 
27 to July 29andwillspotlightthenextphaseofgrowth
in the U.S. –Africa economic partnership,with particular
focusonkeytopicsincludinghealthsecurity,trade,energy,
agribusiness, digital transformation, manufacturing,
finance,andmore.

EditedbyKenny Raharison
Sources:ShareAmerica / AGOA.info 
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business

Starbucks once failed in Israel and Australia for cultural reasons. 
Picture by StockSnap on Pixabay

Understanding cultural differences and integrating 
them into strategic business operations should be 
taken very seriously. Cultural mistakes have been 

the cause of many business failures around the world.

A few examples of business failures
Backin1992,Walt Disneyplannedtoreplicatethesuccess

of DisneylandintheU.S.andinJapaninEuropebylaunching
a pilot project in Paris, France. The giant entertainment
company attempted to explain its struggle as the impact
oftherecessioninEuropeintheearly1990’s.Inreality,first,
the French government and intellectuals have developed
acertaincontemptforAmericanismaftertheWorldWarII.
A series of other issues explain that failure.Alcohol ban in
theparksoundedabsurdtoFrenchpeoplewhoareusedto
enjoyingwineatlunchtime.Frenchpeoplewerenotusedto
takeawaysandtheirstaffshavenotbeentrainedenoughto
understandtheeatinghabitsandthedailyhabitsofFrench
peopleingeneral.Later,toaddressthesituation,aFrench
citizen has been appointed as director and the new team
adjusted the company’s human resources management
andpolicies.Upuntiltoday,DisneylandinParisisoneofthe
mostappreciatedattractionsinEurope.

Anotherexampleofculturalmistakewouldbethatofthe
American famous coffee chain Starbucks in Tel Aviv. In
2002, an Israeli company opened a first Starbucks coffee
shop and planned to open 20 morewithin oneyear.That
neverhappened.Awell-developedcoffeecultureisrooted
in the Israeli society. They enjoy gathering and enjoying
eitheracappuccinooranespresso,needlessofalonglistof
optionsintheStarbucksmenuconsideredtoocomplicated.
ThemarketbeingtoosmallforStarbucks,thefranchisehas
failed to come back to Israel until recently.All hope is not
gone.Eventhoughnocoffeeshophasbeenopened,apop-
up store distributing free samples to customers operated
lastAprilandMay.Astorytobecontinued!

Let us stay in Israel.The giant KFC made a tremendous
mistake when they ignored how Israelis – the majority of
whomareJews–followreligiouslykosherlaws.Besides,ina

countrywherechickenisconsideredastaplefoodformost
households,acustomerneededaviablereasonenoughto
visitandbuyatKFC.Asof2021,KFCispresentinfivelocations
inIsraelafteraseriesof“come-and-go”sincethe1980’s.

MoregiantAmericanmultinationalcorporationshavefailed
duetocross-culturalmistakes.StarbucksfailedinAustralia;
sodidWalmartinGermany.Thatiswhyculturalawareness
mustbetakenseriouslywhenembarkingonaninternational
effort.Apreliminaryin-depthassessmentoftheuniqueness
ofnationalculturesshouldbecarriedout,coveringaspects
likeenvironment,legislation,localvaluesandtraditions,the
population’slifestyleanddailyhabits,justtonameafew.

2020’s shoppers would not buy a product only because
it is affordable and beautifully designed. They buy it
based on the story the product is telling, a story they can
relatetoorastoryinlinewiththeirvaluesandconvictions.
Multinational companies should never underestimate
cultural considerations, especiallywhen targeting markets
withstrongculturalidentities.

ByKenny Raharison

Doing business in a country with strong 
cultural identity canbechallengingfor
multinationalcompanies.



Contactez-nous au :
dce.oma@orange.mg
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basketball

U.S. Ambassador Michael Pelletier joins the Minister of Sports and Youth and Jr. NBA officials 
for the inauguration of Jr. NBA Madagascar in November 2019.

Sports can divide.  Boston 
Red Sox versus the New York 
Yankees, the New Zealand 

All Blacks versus the South Africa 
Springboks, or Manchester United 
versus Liverpool – all passionate sports 
rivalries with the capacity to turn 
friend into foe at the mere mention 
of the “wrong” team.  But sports can 
also unite.  At the U.S. Department of 
State, we harness the near universal 
passion for sports as a way to 
transcend differences in language, 
culture, and socioeconomic status 
and bring people together.  

Through our Sports Envoys 
program, we call upon a cadre of
U.S. professional and collegiate
athletes and coaches to travel
around the world to lead programs
developed in partnership with U.S.
embassies and consulates.  We
sendnon-eliteathletesandcoaches
to the United States for two-week
exchanges through our Sports 
Visitorsprogram.Andweusesports
to help underserved youth around
the world develop leadership skills
and achieve academic success
through our International Sports
ProgrammingInitiative.

We recognize the power of sports
on an international stage.  We are
pleased to see that the National
Basketball Association (NBA) does
aswell.

TheNBAisaprofessionalbasketball
league established in the United
States in 1949 after the merger of

the National Basketball League and
theAmericanBasketballAssociation.
At the time of the NBA’s founding,
all of its players came from within
the United States.  Now, more than
a quarter of its players come from
outsidetheUnitedStates.

As the number of international
players has increased, so have the
NBA’s efforts to reach beyond the
United States. Through its social
responsibility program, NBA Cares,
the league operates a basketball
development and community
outreachprogramcalledBasketball 
without Borders and brings
U.S. competition to international
audiences through NBA Global

Games. More recently, the NBA has
launched two programs right here
in Madagascar: Jr. NBA and the
Basketball Africa League (BAL).

Jr.NBAistheleague’syouthprogram,
which seeks to “develop a lifelong 
passion for the game in boys and girls...
while instilling core values including 
teamwork, respect, and sportsmanship.”
(Source: https://jr.nba.com/jr-nba-
faq/).TheJr.NBAboastsmorethana
dozen international programs in sub-
Saharan Africa, including one right
hereinMadagascar.

In November 2019, NBA officials,
alongside U.S. Ambassador Michael
Pelletier and Malagasy Minister of
SportandYouthTinokaRaharoarilala,

Full-Court Press: 
TheNationalBasketballAssociation
BringsitsBrandtoMadagascar.



The Jr. NBA program brought together 30 boys’ teams and 20 girls’ teams from schools 
across the capital region including (at left) a game between CEG Andoharanofotsy and Mary 
Mpanampy and (at right) @Miora Reazhel for Sekolintsika Analamahintsy.

launched Jr. NBA Madagascar in
collaboration with the Malagasy
Basketball Federation. Jr. NBA
Madagascar brought together
30  boys’ teams and 20 girls’ teams
frompublicandprivatehighschools
alike for four months of basketball
training and competition. Players
ranged in age from 13 – 16 years-
old. The global COVID-19 pandemic
unfortunately cut the competition
short,buttheplanistocontinuethe
program for at least another three
years.

Led by Tsimbina Andrianaivo, an
alumnusofU.S.universitiesWaldorf
College and Hamline University,
Jr. NBA Madagascar also made
an important decision to not only
focus on sports education, but to
also integrate the innovative More
Than Basketball curriculum, which
includesEnglishlanguage,lifeskills,
and leadership training into Jr. NBA
Madagascar’sprogram.

This May, the NBA also partnered
with the International Basketball
Federation to debut BAL, the
NBA’s first collaborative effort to
operate a professional basketball
league outside of North America.
Madagascar’s own Gendarmerie 
Nationale Basket Club (GNBC)
was one of only 12 teams from
across the African continent to
qualify to compete in the inaugural
BAL championship tournament by
winning its region in the Road to
BAL qualifying rounds.  Formed in
2012, GNBC was the youngest of
all the teams competing in the BAL
championship.  Ultimately, Egypt’s
Zamalek took the crown as BAL’s
first-ever champions, while GNBC
ended the tournament fourth in its
group.  The Road to BAL 2022 has

already begun, and a Malagasy
team has again earned a spot. The
ASCUT (Association Sportive de la
Commune Urbaine de Toamasina)
basketball club qualified to
representMadagascarinthesecond
Road to BAL qualifying tournament
by winning national and regional
competitions. TheRoadtoBALwill
culminatenextyearinthe2022BAL
final championship tournament of
twelveteams.Good luck ASCUT!  

LinkagesbetweentheMadagascar
andtheNBAcouldstrengtheneven
further on July 29 when Malagasy
playerSitraka Raharimanantoanina 
participates alongside 353 other
playersfromallovertheworldinthe
2021NBAdraft,potentiallyleadingto
himjoiningtherosterofanNBAteam.

All of these initiatives should give
Malagasy sports fans pride in the

fact that theNBA seesMadagascar’s
basketballpotentialandisinvestingits
resourceshereinMalagasybasketball
andMalagasyyouth.Theyalsopoint
to exciting possibilities for leveraging
sport’sunifyingpowertobuildstronger
bonds of friendship, teamwork, and
mutual understanding between the
UnitedStatesandMadagascar.

ByTsimbina Andrianaivo 
NationalCoordinator,Jr.NBAand
Ryan Bradeen,PublicAffairsOfficer,
U.S.EmbassyinMadagascarand
Comoros.
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economy

Figure 1

1- Volatility
 When we analyze the exchange rate of the Ariary,

we are used to discussing the long story of a non-
stop depreciation that produces many devastating
consequencesonMalagasylivesandhouseholds.

Thislong-runtrendofdepreciationisonlyonesideof
thestory.Thereisanothersideofthestorythatdepicts
ashort-runpathofMGA/USDandMGA/EURwithhigh
variability,andwhichisrarelyevoked:volatility 1.

As we can notice from figure 1, the Ariary exchange
ratedisplayedmanyinstabilitiesforbothMGA/USDand
MGA/EURcouplesin20202.

YetthevolatilityexhibitedbytheMGA/EURisstronger
and more numerous than the volatility showed by the
MGA/USD pair (16 MGA/EUR spikes vs 12 MGA/USD
spikes).Positivevolatilityisweakerthanwhatisremarked

innegativevolatility.Theextremevalueforbothexchange
ratesismorelikelytobeonthenegativeside.

Finally, volatility clustering characteristics are
observed:substantialchangesinpricestendtocluster
togetherandtheirdegreeshowssomepersistencefor
bothMGA/USDandMGA/EUR.

January negative spikes , March cluster,June intense
points,andJuly-Augustpeaksshowthestrongestburst
of volatility with November-December clustering for
both exchange rates. And this is valid for positive and
negativeturbulencealike.

2- Liquidity
AnothercharacteristicoftheAriaryrarelydiscussedis

the liquidityfactor.Obviously,thecoupleMGA/USDis
moreliquidasithadabiggerexchangedvolume(USD
4.76B) than the MGA/EUR (EUR 2.86B) and had more
traded transactions (9,642 operations) than MGA/EUR
(7,326operations).

FortheMGA/USDpair,anamountofUSD19.3Mwas
tradedonadailyaveragein2020withamaximumofUSD
30MandaminimumofUSD10.4M,whichgivesarange
of USD 19.6M. It also has a standard deviation of USD
3.61Mwhichrevealshighvariabilityinthetradedvolume
of MGA/USD. In terms of numbers of transactions, 39
transactions were recorded on a daily average for the
USdollar,witharangeof30and5.26std.dev.

Comparedtothat,MGA/EURhadEUR11.6Maverage
volume exchanged per day with EUR 13.2M of range
and std.dev of EUR 2.46M. Regarding the number of
transactions,werecordedanaverageof30operations,
arangeof20transactionsandastd.devof3.98.

1. Volatilityisdefinedasatendencytochangequicklyand
unpredictablyandalsothedispersionofthereturnofagiven
financialasset.

2.DatacomesfromthepublicdatabaseoftheCentralBankof
MadagascarandwasprocessedwithEviews12.

Ariary in the time of Covid-19: 
Twoorthreethingsyoumaynot
knowaboutthe Ariaryandwhyit
doesmatteratall.
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Figure 2

For instance, USD is used in 68% of all international 
trade operations undertaken by Madagascar. That
indicatesitsstatusasthemainexchangecurrencyand
demonstratesitsimportancetoouranalysis.Assuch,it
is not surprising that the volume of USD traded in the
marketisbiggerthanthevolumeofEURexchanged.

 Figure 2 shows that during the first month of the
year, despite some important peaks – which are
also the strongest for 2020, the liquidity of MGA/
USD was always below its mean (USD 19.3M). Yet
from May to August, it was mostly beyond the mean.
It intermittently continues till October. Since then, it
movedsubstantiallybelowitsmeaninNovemberand
December. The same remarks can be drawn for the
MGA/EUROatalesssignificantscale,whichfromApril
toOctoberwasconsistentlybeyonditsmean,denoting

highliquidmarkets,andmostlybelowthemeanfrom
JanuarytoMarchandfromOctobertoDecember.

3 Spread
 Figure 3 describes the bid-ask spread3 of the MGA/

USDandMGA/EURpairfor2020.Aswecannotice,the
bid-ask spread for MGA/USD and MGA/EUR become
relatively unstable during the last month of the year
2020, regardless of big illiquidity spikes for the MGA/
EURpairinJuneandtwoliquidityspikesinFebruaryand
OctoberfortheMGA/USDcouple.

The existing theory predicts that liquidity crashes are
associated with extreme price disruptions. During a
liquidity crisis, financial market experiences wild price
swingswhichrepresentelevatedlevelofvolatility–and
thisisconfirmedwiththeMalagasyforexexchange.

Volume EUR Volume USD Number EUR Number USD

TOTAL 2,867,079,897 4,769,399,200 7,326 9,642

MEAN 11,607,611 19,309,309 30 39

MAX 18,487,000 30,077,000 41 56

MIN 5,298,000 10,442,000 21 26

STD.DEV 2,468,414 3,610,875 3,98 5,26

3. Thebid-askspreadisthedifferencebetweenthehighestprice
thesellerwilloffer(thebidprice)andthelowestpricethebuyer
willpay(theaskprice),itisthedefactomeasureofliquidityas

whenthereisasignificantamountofliquidityinagivenmarket,
spreadwillbetighter.
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Figure3

We can conclude that 2020was a stressful period in
theforexmarketwithhighturbulencefortheexchange
rateoftheAriaryagainsttheEuroandtheUSDasitleads
toexcessivelevelofvolatilityandtoilliquidityspikes.

We assume our result is directly valuable for
policymakers, market regulators, investors and market
participants.Itcansupportpolicymakersandregulators
todesignbetterpoliciesontheforexmarketandtarget
their intervention more efficiently. It will offer investors
a better insight on how the Ariary behaves and will
help them adapt their trading strategy. For scholars, it
will expand a new area of research notwell examined
till today as, to our best knowledge, this is the first
analysisinthefieldofvolatilityandliquidityoftheAriary
exchange,andtheimpactofsupplyanddemandshock
inducedbytheCovid-19outbreak.

ByDimbiniaina Rakotojoelimaria, 
FinancialEconomistandCorporateBanker 
MasterofScienceinFinance,DurhamUniversity 
CheveningScholar2015-2016
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Vakinankaratra is a region in the 
South-east part of Madagascar, 
on the National Road 7, about 

172 km from Antananarivo, the capital 
of Madagascar. The gate of this region 
is the town of Antsirabe. Famous for 
its potatoes, rickshaws and cheap 
vegetables, the town is one of the 
most visited places by tourists in 
Madagascar. But what is the history 
behind such fame? 

Antsirabe – its past…
The early history of Antsirabe can

be traced back in the 1860’s when
Thorkid G. Rosaas, a Norwegian
missionary came and settled in
the town. Aware of the richness of
Antsirabe, he and a well-known
figure in the Malagasy Lutheran
Church, Pastor Rajaona decided to
worktogetherforthecommongood.
Withsomehelpfromtheinmatesat
that time, they managed to plant
the trees alongside the Avenue,
considered as an urbanization plan
ofthetown.

They also built the most ancient
facilities in Antsirabe in 1888: the
villageforlepersandAndranomadio
hospital. Thanks to these initiatives,
the hospital is still running now for
healthaccessservices.

In1870,PastorRosaaswastheone
behind the breakthrough about the
use of thermal spring in Antsirabe
as a benefit and not a taboo.At the
same time, he established the first
Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM) in
Antsirabe.

Asawhole,PastorThorkidG.Rosaas
is the most important figure in the
foundationofthetownofAntsirabe.

LOVASOA 4C as promoter of 
culture and history

However, Pastor Rosaas looked
further into the future generation
and established the Norwegian
school of Antsirabe, which became
LOVASOA Cross-Cultural Competence 
Centre in 2011 (LOVASOA 4C). The
organization highlights not only the
different aspects of Norwegian-
Malagasy cooperation but also the
history of the town of Antsirabe
as above-mentioned. The cultural
center,wherethemuseumishosted,
presents Norwegian and Malagasy
Culture and History and works
towards the promotion of various
culturalproductsthroughitsactivities
including the Malagasy Lutheran
Church archives, a library, cultural
events and workshops and a sound
recordingstudio.

Assuch,theLOVASOA4Cmuseum
is equipped with several unique
objects collected from several
mission stations such as one of the
first Malagasy bible published in
1835 by the London Missionary 
Society and the first rickshaw ever
in Antsirabe. The uniqueness of
its collections allows visitors to
experience and learn interesting
historical facts about the history of
thetownofAntsirabe,theMalagasy
Lutheran church and the works
of the Norwegian missionaries
which are strongly linked to the
development of Madagascar and
its population. The library and the
archives are backup support for a
betterunderstandingofthehistory.

The LOVASOA museum is
accessible to the public, both
residentsandforeigners.

So, ifyou are ever in the area, feel
freetostopbyandenjoyahintofthe
historyofoneofthemostglamorous
town in Madagascar. LOVASOA 4C 
Antsirabe warmly welcomes you.

ByRAVELOJAONA Idealy 
Misandratra Avo Fenohaja
Englishteacher
LOVASOA4CAntsirabe

LOVASOA 4C: 
at the heart of 
thehistoryofAntsirabe
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Powersuit Kamala, BASIA collection 
(Copyright: Daniel Rabemazava)

Samira Mihaja MOUMINI 
(Copyright: Daniel Rabemazava)

In this focus on “Lambahoany”, we 
meet Samira Mihaja MOUMINI, 
founder of 3 Ladies Pirates, and 

learn more about the brand.

Lambahoany: 
Samira explains.

A Lambahoany is simply put a
traditional Malagasy fabric panel,
looking a bit like Tanzanian and
Comorian “kanga”. However, unlike
“kanga”, a lambahoany displays
less repetitive pattern and conveys
a message or a Malagasy proverb.
The image of a typical Malagasy
life scene is printed on the bright-
coloured panel made of cotton and
processedbyCOTONA.

Wearing a lambahoany is the
Malagasy way of dressing up for
fancy and family events: weddings,
familyvisits,orfunerals.Itisaunisex
attire.Wecanchoosetotieitatthe
waist or around the chest. We can
veil it to protect ourselves from the
burningsunofthecoasts,andthatis
whyitismadeofcomfortablefabric
likecotton.

Thelambahoanyisnotwornonlyin
Madagascar; our diaspora loves it a
lot.Awayforthemtoreconnectwith
theMalagasyculture!

Nevertheless,beyonditstraditional
purpose,womenwearalambahoany
asapareoonthebeach.Wecanuse
apaneltocoverourcarseatsorour
sofapillows,orsimplyasawalldeco.

3 Ladies Pirates: 
the pioneer of lambahoany-
based high-end fashion.

Samira, “Chief Captain” of 3 Ladies
Pirates recalls how the adventure
started in 2013 in Antsiranana with
twofriendsfromJCI(JuniorChamber
International). Their first business
move was the resale of free zones
products. Later they started copying
fashiondesignsfoundontheinternet,
untiltheyrealizeditwasanon-viable
and non-sustainable idea. 3 Ladies
Pirateswasbornin2015.Itisthefirst
fashionbrandofhigh-end ready-to-
wear using lambahoany in its items
tailored for men and women: shirts,
skirts, jackets, dresses, kimonos, or
bombers.

Today Samira works with three
independent and motivated

seamstresses who have their own
sewing studios. Before Covid-19, 3
LadiesPiratesdealtwithanaverage
of15ordersamonth.

3 Ladies Pirates is a fully digital
fashion brand which sells its items
only on social media: Twitter,
Instagram and Facebook. Later,
customerswillbeabletobuyitems
directlyfromtheirwebsite.

A brand tailored for the 
international market.

At the very beginning, Samira and
her colleagues thought of using
only cotton, “soga”, or even wax.
Even though 3 Ladies Pirates uses
some “landy”fromtimetotime,they

Lambahoany: 
Thediaspora’sfavoriteattire?
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Lambahoany worn by Malagasy women, 
tied at the waist 
(Copyright: Henintsoa Rafalia)

alreadyenvisionedtheirbrandwould
go international,hencelambahoany
sounded more appropriate.
Lambahoany items would look
morewonderful and best represent
MadagascarinonlinestoresinAfrica,
Europe,Asia,andAmerica.

3 Ladies Ladies sells local, but
its prices are not that “local-
friendly”. Most of their customers
are senior executives, expatriates
and tourists who want to take a
piece of Madagascar with them.
3 Ladies Pirates’ slogan “Bring 
out the Malagasy that lies in you”
suggests whoever wants to wear
their products can, regardless of
their nationality. Since the Covid
outbreak,thecompanyhasreceived
huge orders from the diaspora in
EuropeandAfrica.

Ethical brand
3LadiesPiratesisanethicalbrand

and does not hold stocks. Items
are made on demand via social
media and are delivered within
three weeks, depending on the
customer’s location. At the local
level, the brand works with MBike
bicycle delivery service. To better
serveinternationalcustomersandto
speedupdeliveries,3LadiesPirates
uses the postal system for local
deliveries outsideAntananarivo and
abroad and has started using DHL
International’s services since June
for internationaldeliveries.This isto
give customers options in terms of
deliverytimeandcosts.

Besides, Samira offers collections
as well from time to time, such as
BASIA (or “star”), a women-only
collectionlaunchedearlierthisyear.

Today, the ethical side of 3 Ladies
Pirates’ activity makes it stand out
from other new players who have
followed the wave. The brand’s

focusisonpackaging(banofplastic
bag, paper or cardboard packaging
only), on less polluting delivery,
on the quality of the fabric used
(made in Madagascar by COTONA).
Itisimportanttorecallthat3Ladies
Pirates is a high-end ready-to-wear
brand, not a high fashion company
though.

It is important to note that when
Samira launched the BASIA
collection, she worked with three
female models: Warda, Laurence
and Dina who do not necessarily
have the morphology of a typical
slim, young, and tall model with a
flatbelly.

“Women should feel 
comfortable regardless 
of how their morphology is. 
Women are highly valued 
by our brand.” – 
Samira Mihaja MOUMINI

The right attire for the right 
event

Samira gives an example of a
couplepreparingforthebigday.She
would draw and propose a model
appropriately designed for the
probableweatherontheeventdate
and the body part the client would
liketohighlight.

Nevertheless, recently, 3 Ladies
Pirates has significantly reduced
thevolumeof lambahoanyusedfor
an item in order to offer something
not-too-much formal that someone
couldweareveryday.

3 Ladies Pirates’ next move
Today, 3 Ladies Pirates is working

onhavingitsitemsonsaleinAfrican
onlinestoresandenvisionstolistthe
brandamongthemust-havebrands
inAfrica.

This year’s focus is on
communication and networking.
Some collaboration with Maro
Madagascarisalsoongoing.Fashion
addicts will have to stay patient for
oneortwomoreyearstoseeanother
collectioncomeout.“Creating a new 
collection takes a lot of time and 
research”,Samiraexplains.

 ByKenny Raharison

Interview of Samira Mihaja MOUMINI 
FounderandChiefCaptain
of 3 LadiesPirates 
TonyElumeluFoundationHubLead
inMadagascarsince2020 
Socialmediamanager

Twitter, Instagram, Facebook: 
3 Ladies Pirates
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soccer 

Since late 2019, the Malagasy government has 
decided to invest vigorously in the creation or 
rehabilitation of sports infrastructure across the 

island. Soccer in particular is well off with about 30 
stadiums concerned. The President of the Republic 
inaugurated three stadiums in only one month: Ihosy, 
Mahitsy and Ambohidratrimo. While a segment of the 
population questions the usefulness of such investments, 
we will try to understand the impacts of these projects at 
the society level.

Sport is an integral part of society. In Madagascar,
soccer has taken a prominent place since the national
team"Barea" qualified for its firstAfrica Cup of Nations
in Egypt in 2019 and brilliantly made it to the quarter-
finals. The Barea brought together the Malagasy for a
competition, and even beyond. The state might have
acknowledged how important soccer and sport in
general were for the society. However, retaining the
performancesof2019andthenqualifyingagainformajor
internationalcompetitionsgothroughthedevelopment
ofsportsdisciplines.Forsoccerinparticular,allaspects
must be taken into consideration, supported, and
improved: technical, administrative, legal, personnel,
communication, succession, sports, and of course,
infrastructuresandfacilities.

The rehabilitation or the creation of sports facilities is
therefore important. The lack of sports infrastructures
was sorely felt. Currently, apart from the Barikadimy
ToamasinaStadiumandtheKianjaBareainMahamasina
inAntananarivo,Madagascarhas,inMay2021,onlytwo
stadiums approved by the “ConfédérationAfricaine de
Football” (CAF). The CNaPS Vontovorona stadium has
also had the opportunity to host official international
matchesinrecentyearsjustlikethatofRabemananjara
in Mahajanga, but these two stadiums need to be
improved before they can host official international
meetingsagain.

Ifatpresent, it isassumedthatthestadiumsrecently
inauguratedinMadagascardonotyetmeettheminimum

requirements set by football international bodies, the
creationorrehabilitationofthesefacilitiesarebeneficial
tolocalfootball.Mahitsy,Ambohidratrimo,Ihosyandthe
futureinfrastructurestobeputinplaceareavailableto
young local players who will be able to express their
talentsonagoodpitch.Nationalcompetitionscanalso
beheldonthesegrounds,itwouldbethenpossibleto
coverthegreatestnumberofcitiesandtofindamazing
players in every corner of the island. If during the
2020-2021 edition of the Orange Pro League national
football championship, 13 clubs from 9 regions shared
5pitchesinMadagascar,8clubscomefromthecapital
Antananarivo.Thisdemonstratestheimportanceofthe
availabilityofnewstadiumswhichwouldalsoraisethe
leveloffootballoutsidethebigcities.Players,coaches,
clubs,butalsofanswillenjoythesefacilities.

Finally,business-wise,amicro-ecosystemcanalsobe
establishedaroundthecreationofthesestadiums.Note
the economic opportunities for return on investment:
rental,ticketing,advertisements,etc.Allthiscancreate
new markets, business opportunities and jobs in the
citieswherethesestadiumsarelocated.

To conclude, the creation or rehabilitation of new
stadiums, although they can only be used for local
football at this stage, is acclaimed by the football
communityinMadagascarandishopedtodevelopthe
disciplineinthecountry.Now,itisnecessarytosupport
theseinfrastructureprojectswithagoodandcoherent
policy: succession, the expansion of competitions, the
detection of players likely to join the Barea, and the
related business. This would be a big step toward the
development of soccer andwould help us defend the
nationalcolorswithpride.Timetouniteonceagain,sing
togetherthenationalanthem,besurfedineuphoriaand
forgetforamomentthegruellingdailyroutinethatwe
liveinMadagascar!

ByMirado Rakotoharimalala, 
Secretary-General,OrangeProLeagueMadagascar

Mirado Rakotoharimalala: 
“Soccerfacilities:forthe
benefitofthelocalcommunity”
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wwf

Tiana Ramahaleo, Conservation Director, WWF Madagascar

The United Nations Decade for Ecosystem 
Restoration is underway!

The United Nations Decade is a call by the United
Nations to all countries of the world to unite and act
for the Earth's ecosystems. For it is only in a healthy
ecosystemthatwecanthriveasahumanspecies.

Thepurposeofthiscall istocreatepoliticalmomentum
andglobalinitiativesforecosystemrestoration.Ecosystem
restorationisintheinterestofbothnatureandpeople.

Forthedecade2021-2030,wegiveourselvesanother
chancetostopthelossofnatureandrebuildahealthy
environmentthatbenefitshumans.Howdowedothis?

Through systemic change. Environmental protection
goesbeyondplantingtreesorcreatingprotectedareas.It
must includesustainablelivelihoods,reproductiverights,
strong health and education systems, anti-corruption
initiatives and more. For WWF's Tiana Ramahaleo,
"these issues need to be explored, shared and addressed 
if we are to make this decade of restoration a success.”
Moreover, the current circumstances can facilitate these
changes:apoliticalwilltore-greentheisland,thevalueof
Madagascar'snaturalcapitalwhichisbeingevaluated,the
emancipationofvariouscivilsocieties...

WWF'scommitmenttoensuringthathumanscanlive
inharmonywithnaturejoinsthiscallfortheprotection
and restoration of vital ecosystems globally and in
Madagascar. WWF has 60 years of experience in
protecting and restoring nature. We are committed to
workingwiththeMalagasypeopletoprovidescientific
and technical support for the successful restoration
of Madagascar's degraded biodiversity. The forest
landscape restoration is certainly the process that
legitimizes WWF's contribution to the United Nations
Decade for Ecosystem Restoration. A recent WWF
reportonforestlandscaperestorationaroundtheworld
shows that restoration has multiple social, economic
andenvironmentalbenefits.Itmustbeimplementedin
closecollaborationwithcommunitiestobesustainable.
Forest landscape restoration is a planned process that
aims to restore ecological functionality and improve
humanwell-beingindegradedforestlandscapes.

As a reminder, World Environment Day 2021 was
celebrated on June 5, under an appropriate theme
"Ecosystem Restoration”.

Leader’s pledge for nature: let's take action!
LastMay,84 heads of statesignedtheLeader’spledge

fornature,launchedinSeptember2020.

Thesignatorycountriesofthepledgefornaturemust
takeactionandtranslatetheircommitmentintoaseries
ofactions.Therealwilltoreversethelossofbiodiversity
must be visible before the next UN assembly with
the Conferences of the Parties on Biodiversity and
Climate this year. Indeed, the signatories must ensure
"an ambitious and transformative global framework
for biodiversity beyond 2020" at the 2021 COP15 on
biologicalbiodiversityinChina.

Ultimately,theseactionsandcommitmentsfornature
thatarebeingdevelopedaroundtheworldarebeneficial
for all of humanity.  For Madagascar, the Government
hasalreadydemonstratedarealwillingnesstopromote
sustainable development, particularly through the
green and blue economy. Moreover, on June 8th, we
celebrated the World Oceans Day under the theme

WWF’s position on the 
UN’sDecadeforEcosystemRestoration
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"the ocean: life and livelihood". "Madagascar, being 
an island, has 5,600 km of coastline and more than 
1,140,000 km² of ocean, home to various marine resources 
that are sources of food and employment and therefore 
income for many people in the country, especially fishing 
communities.  Also, the emergence of a sustainable blue 
economy depends on it because if exploited sustainably, 
these resources can support the dynamism of the 
fishing industry and other important industries using the 
oceans. Therefore, it seems important to me to seek more 
integrated management of the oceans for their key role in 
building sustainable development and to seek to preserve 

this natural ecosystem which is currently threatened with 
waste and various pollution from human activities. Let us 
seize this day of the oceans to act together in their favor" 
saidtheMinisterofAgriculture,LivestockandFisheries,
LucienRanarivelo.

A multi-stakeholder campaign to encourage 
action and ambition

Othernon-stateactorsarejoiningtheheadsofstateas
partnersintheLeader'sPledgeforNature.Theirgoalisto
build ambition within government, business and society,
and to put nature and biodiversity loss issues in the
spotlightbeforethesekeyevents.Thisjointracereinforces
anadvocacythatlinksclimate,natureandpeople.

Moreover, we are in a situation of global emergency.
Human activities are destabilizing our climate and
destroying the natural systems on which we depend
fasterthantheycanbereplenished.Thisnewracetothe
bottom is an opportunity to take ambitious, integrated
and transformative actions and decisions on our
environmentalchallengestocreateanequitable,nature-
friendlyandcarbon-neutralworldforall.Madagascar's
signingoftheleader’spledgefornatureismorerelevant
andnecessarythanever.

ArticlesandphotosprovidedbyWWF Madagascar

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY OPEN TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR

WWF Madagascar is pleased to announce the
opening of new funding opportunities through the
Dutch Fund for Climate and Development (DFCD).

TheDutchFundforClimateandDevelopment(DFCD)
enables private sector investment in projects aimed
at climate adaptation and mitigation in developing
countries. A total funding of 160 million euros is
madeavailablebytheDutchgovernmenttoincrease
the resilience of communities and ecosystems most
vulnerabletoclimatechange.

The DFCD is managed by a pioneering consortium
of Climate Fund Managers (CFM), World Wide 
Fund for Nature Netherlands (WWF-NL) and SNV
Netherlands Development Organisation, led by the
DutchEntrepreneurialDevelopmentBank,FMO.

TheDFCDformsanimportantadditionalinstrumentfor
theDutchgovernment’seffortsincontributingtothe
Paris AgreementandtheSustainable Development 
Goals(SDGs).

Applicationsmustbesubmittedonlineonly,inEnglish:
https://airtable.com/shrounyuLgkaRZl3A

For further information, feel free to reach out to the
WWF’sPrivateSectorEngagementteam.

Contact:
MrSantatraRazafindratsimba,PrivateSectorEngagement
Officer|WWFMadagascar

Email:srazafindratsimba@wwf.mg
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interview 

Tsanta Randriamihajasoa with his “Marovany”

Tsanta Randriamihajasoa is a 23-year-old instrument 
virtuoso. At his very young age, he already works 
as a professional musician and plays diverse 

instruments including Valiha, flute, guitar, trumpet, organ, 
drums, piano, cello, sax, and accordion. At the same time, 
he is a composer, a producer, an arranger, a performer, 
and a band leader. He has already performed with different 
great artists and musicians like Fanja Andriamanantena, 
Fanaiky, Joel Rabesolo, Nicolas Vatomanga, TGC, GMMC 
and Meva gospel. Music – jazz in particular – has no secret 
to this very talented young man. He always joined the 
lineup for Madajazzcar festival and has toured with jazz 
stars. In 2018, he was selected for a cultural exchange 
program called “One beat”. 

AMCHAM: When did your career as a professional 
musician start? 

TSANTA: Son of musicians, I started music at a very
youngage.MyprofessionalcareertookoffwhenIwasonly
11.Ifirstplayedwithinfamilymusicbandnamed“Sodiala”,

ledbymyfather.WeperformedtraditionalMalagasyand
world music. Sodiala means “Solofo Dimbin’ny Ala” – or
“heir”.Laterat15y.o.,Iseizedtheopportunitytoflyonmy
own.Sincethen,Ihaveembracedawidevarietyofmusic
andmadeitmycareer.

AMCHAM: Tell us briefly about “One Beat” program.

TSANTA: One Beat is one of the opportunities thatwere
offered to me. It is a cultural exchange program provided
by the U.S. Department of State and produced by “Found
SoundNation”and“BangonaCan”.Eachyearsince2012,
thesemusicorganizationsselect25outstandingmusicians
aroundtheworld.Forthefirsttime,Madagascarwaschosen
for the seventh edition. We were initially more than 1,000
participantsandIthankGodIwasamongthe25selected.

AMCHAM:  Tell us about your experience as One Beat 
participant.

TSANTA:FlyingtotheUSwasabrandnewexperienceto
meandwasmyfirsttime.Itwasadreamcometrue.This
six-weekprogramalongtheeastcoastoftheUSmademe
realizehowimportantdiversity is.Everythingwasnewto
myeyesandmyears.Itwasapleasantatmosphereanda
delightfulmoment!Thereasonwhyweweretherewasto
shareourmusicexperienceandtoexchangewithothers
regardless ofwhere they come from, sincewe all came
fromdifferentcountries.

AMCHAM: How does it feel to represent Madagascar 
at the international level? 

TSANTA: I would say that it was uplifting and thriving.
Representingmycountryforaninternationalprogramlike
OneBeatwasasourceofgreatpride.Atthesametime,it
feels like the more I attended the program and connect
with participants, the bigger my commitment and efforts
became.MygoalforOneBeatwastofinallybringtolight
Madagascar and its music. Malagasy musical instruments
deserve to be known. I came with a typically Malagasy
instrumentcalled“Marovany”anditwashighlyappreciated.

InterviewbyVolahanta Raharimanana

Tsanta Randriamihajasoa, 
amulti-instrumentalistyoungman
and 2018OneBeatalumna.
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interview 

Tsiory Panöel Razafindrazata playing with the waves.

Tsiory Panöel Razafindrasata: 
Ayoungandqualified 
Malagasykitesurfinstructor

Back to the Malibu Wave Contest 2019. The contest 
– which is one of the biggest kitesurfing contests 
in the world – took place on Ganh-Vietnam 

beaches in January 2019. During that event, Tsiory Panoël 
Razafindrasata achieved an honorable performance, 
making it to the semi-finals.

How did it all start?
It all started in 2013 when I was on vacation in Diego.

When I visited the “Baie de Sakalava” and first played
kitesurf, I immediatelytoldmyself,"Iwillgodeeper into
this sport." From there, I started getting to know more
about kitesurfing at a Kitesurf school in Diego. At the
sametime,Istartedinitiatingmyfriendstothissporteven
thoughIwasnotqualifiedyet.In2017,Idecidedtopursue
a world kitesurfing instructor training in Mauritius. That
allowedmetotraveltomanycountries,suchasVietnam,
HongKong,Malaysiaandtootherkitesurfingspots.

Why kitesurfing?
Mypassionforkitesurfinghasalwaysbeenstrong,but

Ihavealsorealizedthatitpromotesbothmyselfandmy
country,asitattractsalotoftourists.Infact,Madagascar
hasoneofthebestkitesurfingspotsintheworld,theBaie 
de Sakalava.

Has kitesurfing changed your life?
Yes,ithas.Mydreamhasalwaysbeentotravelandto

experiencemanyotherculturesandtraditions.Ifulfilled
whatIdesiredbykitesurfingthen. Ihavealsostartedto
developmyselfbygrowingmynetworkaroundtheworld.
Beingassociatedwithgoodmanagementandleadership
skills,kitesurfingisarewardingcareer.

What makes kitesurfing so special?
The word “kitesurfing” itself suggests that the used

equipment has two main parts. First, the kite— which
servesasasail—isblownbythewindsothatuserscan
floatsmoothlyonthewaterwithaside-onwindbringing
themtoathree-meterwaveonthereef.Thesecondtool
is the board which consists of a foot step. All kinds of

boardaresuitableforkitesurfing.Kitesurfingcontributes
tothedevelopmentofthewholetourismsectorinDiego
Suarez–hospitality,transportation,andevenfishing.

How would you rate kitesurf in Madagascar?
It is truethatMadagascar isstilladevelopingcountry,

but intermsofkitesurfing, itranksasoneoftherichest
and 100-percent qualified spots for kiteboarding in the
world.Theentireworldacknowledgesthenaturalbeauty
of Madagascar and its long winding seasons— which
reallyfavorskitesurfing.

How is the next championship coming along?
Back in 2019, we already participated in the Malibu

Kite Wave Contest, and we have already reached the
preliminary round. In 2020,we participated again in the
fourtheditionofthiscompetition,andweperformedeven
better. We are looking forward to seeing Madagascar
being represented once again at the 2024 Olympic
GamesinFrance.

InterviewbyIangotiana Rakotovao
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music

Country music, the look, guitar and whiskey.

According to a 2020-report by MusicWatch, country 
music is the third most popular musical genre 
in the U.S. Amid the pandemic, country music 

was the “genre of music that is not hurting right now” – 
Bloomberg wrote last year. Country signers know how to 
build audience loyalty despite the growing musical trend 
toward hip-hop and pop domination.

Let us go back to the roots!
In1927,VictoriaRecords,oneofthefirstplayersinthe

recordingindustry,wentlookingfor“hillbilly”musicians
inBristol,Tennessee.Twolocalacts–The Carter Family 
fromVirginia andJimmie Rodgers from North Carolina
– signed the recording contracts. The Carter Family
played old-time mountain music and Jimmie Rodgers
sangballadsusingavocaltechniquecalled“yodelling”.
In 1928, Rodgers’s recording “Blue Yodel” was a huge
musical and commercial coup, with a million copies
sold. The two acts paved the way to other country
artists. Contrary to what a lot of American people still
believe until today, Nashvillewas not the birthplace of
countrymusic.Accordingtoaresolutionpassedbythe
U.S.Congressin1998,Bristol,Tennesseewas.

At the beginning, hillbilly performers used fiddle,
guitar, banjo, and sometimes Appalachian dulcimer,
harmonica, and mandolin. Later in the 30s and 40s,
traditional country music became influenced by other
genres: blues and gospel. Until today, many music
professionals claim that country music has African-
Americanrootsaswell.Apointtonoteis,countrymusic
had always been labelled “hillbilly” music until 1949
whenitwasofficiallygivenitscurrentname.

Inacontextofwarandcrisis,countrymusicconveyed
messages about poverty, orphaned children, and
loneliness.Today,thelyricsareamongthereasonswhy
Americanpeopleareattachedtocountrymusic.

Country music is still on track in the 2020s. 
Here is why.

Unlike pop singers who are sometimes unable to
sing fully live, most country singers are very talented
performersandvocalists.Theyworkwithknowledgeable

musicianswhoperfectlymastertheinstrumentsthatthey
play. Lyrics tell meaningful stories and display various
emotions.Itisverycommontorelatetowhatawell-written
country song is carrying as a message. Country singers
do not merely sing in an explosive show, they “share” a
story,sometimesinaveryintimateway.Songwriterstella
storyinaverysimplewayanddonotasktheaudienceto
decodewhathiddenmessageisbehindasong.

In the early 2020s, country music has seen an
impressive revival. Many music executives explain that
country music is comforting during these weird days.
Others explain that country music goes hand in hand
withdrinking–sincealcoholsaleshavesoaredaswell
duringtheCovidpandemic.Anotherexplanationwould
be country fans are starting to stream more country
songsratherthanbuyphysicaldisks.

TodaythatlifeintheU.S.isgraduallygettingbacktoa
certainnormalcy,theGrand Ole Opry inNashville, the
heart of country music – which started broadcasting
since 1925 – has reopened its door to the public. The
weekly concert has officially resumed. Masks off, no
moresocialdistancing.

EditedbyKenny Raharison

Sources:MusicWatch – Bloomberg – Britannica – 
Chicago Tribune

Why does country music remainso
popularintheUnitedStates?
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dance

Photo credit: Fenosoa

Modern Malagasy culture can 
be described as a blend of 
various cultures. If we look 

back at Madagascar’s settlement 
history, from the “Vazimba” era – told 
as the first inhabitants of the island who 
are of mixed Indonesian and African 
origins – to its current population, 
Madagascar’s cultural identity has 
evolved over the centuries.

In the Malagasy culture, dance
and music have always played
an important role in expressing
emotions and thoughts. With
no music and dance, traditional
ceremoniesandfestivitieswouldbe
bland. During wedding ceremonies
and other traditional such as the
“famadihana” or exhumation and
circumcision,danceandmusicbring
Malagasypeopletogether.

Traditional Malagasy music and
dance rooted in the royal era. In
the late 16th century, the “Valiha”
appeared as the first and most
popular Malagasy instrument. Later
camethepianoandtheguitar.Atthe
same time, traditional dances such
as the “Afindrafindrao”emergedtoo.

The derivative of the trendy 
European quadrille dance of 
the 19th-century

WhiletheAfindrafindraohistorically
originated in the central highlands,
it is a famous dance across all
the regions of Madagascar. It is
said to come from the traditional
Betsimisarakadancecalled“basesa”,
performed on valiha with guitar
accompaniment. Other historians
reported that the Afindrafindrao

was performed by the kings of
Imerina. King Radama II who had
an outstanding talent for playing
musical instruments was told to
have initiated the Afindrafindrao.
Later it would have been officially
establishedintheMerinacourtunder
the reign of Queen Ranavalona III.
Since then, the Afindrafindrao has
become a custom dance for all
Malagasypeopleandhasservedas
the inescapable opening dance to
familyandsocialfestivities.

How to dance the 
Afindrafindrao? 

Following a line formation in
which men and women are placed
alternatively, the Afindrafindrao
reminds us of the “English quadrille 
dance” in the 19th century which

became popular among the noble
class – kings and queens – in the
capital.

The quadrille is a fashionable
dancefeaturingfourorfivecouples
in a square setting, well-known as
contredanses. It is a two-person
dance showcasing predefined
and repetitive dance steps. The
Afindrafindrao has quite similar
dance figures to contredanses and
is generally executed by mixed
couples of men andwomen.At any
rate, dancing the Afindrafindrao
is quite easy to learn, even for
foreigners.

In the 21st century, musicians
have attempted to bring a touch
of modernity to the song. So did
contemporary dancers by adding
new steps to the traditional
choreography. However, the
traditional and authentic version of
the Afindrafindrao remains deeply
rooted in the Malagasy culture.
Nothingbetterthantheoriginal!

EditedbyVolahanta Raharimanana

Sources:“Gitara Gasy: Guitar Music 
of Madagascar”, Philip Lewis, 
2017 / “Dance Africa: Groupe 
Bakomanga”, Fredara Mareva 
Hadley, Ph.D., 2014 / Britannica 

“Afindrafindrao”: theMalagasyversionof
theEnglishquadrilledance?
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fragment of history 

Singing the national anthem before a football match. 
Picture by Keith Johnston on Pixabay.

The Star-Spangled Banner is the national anthem of
the United States of America. This well-known song
hasalongandinterestinghistory,datingbackovertwo
hundred years, in September 1814. The new United
StatesofAmerica,justovertwentyyearsold,wasonce
againatwarwithGreatBritaininawarknownsimplyas
the War of 1812.

Thewarhadbeengoingonforoverayearandahalf
whenayoungAmericanlawyernamedFrancisScottKey
wassenttoaBritishship,theHMSMinden,tonegotiate
thereleaseofsomeAmericanprisoners.

Who is Francis Scott Key?
FrancisScottKeywasbornonAugust1,1779atTerra

Rubra,hisfamily'sestateinFrederickCounty(nowCarroll
County), Maryland. He became a prominent lawyer in
MarylandandWashington,D.C.,andwaslaterappointed
UnitedStatesAttorneyfortheDistrictofColumbia.

Thenegotiationswentonforalongtime,andsinceKey
hadlearnedthattheBritishwereplanninganattackon
Baltimore,Maryland,theywouldnotlethimleavebefore
thebattle.OnSeptember 13, 1814,theBritishattacked
FortMcHenrywhileFrancisScottKeyanxiouslywatched
fromashipafewmilesaway.

The battle was so fierce that Key feared the British
wouldwin.Asthesunset,theskyturnedred,givingone
lastglimpseoftheAmericanflagasthebattlecontinued
indarkness.Thebattleragedthroughouttherainynight,
butassoonasthered glare of the rockets and the bombs 
bursting in the airstopped,FrancisScottKeywasunable
to see which flag was flying over the fort. It was not
untilmorning,whenthefirstlightofdawnrevealedthe
aftermath,thathecouldseethattheAmericanflagwas
stillflying,signifyingthattheywerenot defeated.

Key was so inspired that the next day he wrote a
poem on the back of a letter he had in his pocket. On

September16,hewasreleasedinBaltimore,wherehe
finishedhispoem.Itwasoriginallytitled"Defense of Fort 
M'Henry"andwasprintedinnewspapersfromGeorgia
to New Hampshire. The poem was set to music and
several versions became popular, but it was not until
1889 thatthesongwasfirstadoptedforofficialuseby
theNavy.

In 1916,PresidentWoodrowWilsonorderedtheStar-
Spangled Banner to be played at military ceremonies,
andPresidentHerbertHooversignedthelegislationthat
officiallyadopteditasthenationalanthemonMarch 4, 
1931.Althoughthesonghasfour verses,mostAmericans
today know only the first verse of the Star-Spangled
Banner,whichissungeverywherefrombaseballgames
tofireworksdisplaystoFourthofJulycelebrations.

EditedbyIangotiana Rakotovao

Sources:History, American Battlefields Trust, Britannica, 
The Kennedy Center, Library of Congress, Washington 
Post

Where 
The Star-Spangled Banner 
came from
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